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TY Ecauſe in theſe days, lyFe as not manie. 
| YJyeres ſithe, mame luſtie and ſturdie perſo- 
nes be ſuffred to begge, men counterfaitinge boys 
rible deſeaſes and imfirmities,fitte bythe commen 
ways erauinge Almoſe : dyuerſe gy about Weſt⸗ 
ninſterHaulle and other places, with glaues, un- 
der pretence to gither for the mariage of poore 
Maidens, but n deade to haue wherwith to 
coople with Harlottes, or to riotte at Diet: and 
ſome craftie Hypocrites,no Friers in coates,but 
more ſubtilthe Fricrs in maners, under colour to 
Felicuc dd maynta in Orphanes,poore wydowes, 
poore Scolers, ãd other, gather muche, but put all 
into their owne purſes, or beſtowe litle, and that 
| after their owne Fantaſie, and not indifferentlie 

to euere one as his neade requyreth, and Goddes 
worde preſcribeth, And ſo by all theſe meanes, 
and mane other, good mens charities be utterlie 
abuſed : 1 thought it uery neceſſarie, to ſetforthe 
in Engliſbe the mynde and opinion of the Reue- 
rende Father, and Excellent clerte Maſter Mar- 
tyne Bucer, touchinge the right geuiuge and dis 
ſtribution of Almoſe,and prouiſion for the pooreg 
declared in his bote entitled De regno Chri- 
ſti, made for the Moſte Bliſſed King Ed- 
warde; wbiche, if good people will folowe, us 
A 41 
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zation. But I haue A good hope, that manie erre 


by iguoraunce, who beinge rightlie inſtructed, 
will ſbewe theim ſelfs conformable to God⸗ 
des will, and do asbe cõmaundethe: 
wherbye thei may fynde at 
length bis mercifull 


fauor. 


doubt but all theſe kynde off ſubtile tbeaues ſhalt 
bee forced togyue ouer their occupation, And 
Hypochriſie it ſelf will ſchortlie loſe one of the | 
principallfetbers of bir winge. And if ther will 
not, let theim tate heede, that whileſt thei gas 
about with their painted Charitie to get A litle © 
_ - wdynglorie, thei purchace theim ſelfs at length, 

by mayntemnee the Lewde, cuerlaſtinge dam- 


THE ORDER OFF THE 
proviſion for the poore. + | 
0 Wi LM YGTIE God that ſet-. 
N teth up the Humble, and pulletb 
5 | El downe the Proude, that gyueth 
EN Ericheſſe,dd tatcthit awey,plain 
.: — 5 lie comma undeth his people, that 
thei ſhulde not ſuffer any to lacke emonge theim. 
Whic he commaundement the primatyue Chur- 
che of Chriſte at Hieruſalem kept with all reue · 
rence and deuotion: wherbie there was ſuche a- 
boundaunee of Almeſe geuen by Good men, as re- 
lieued euere mans nece ßitie, andſo emonge theim 
there was not one, that was not prouided for. 
After warde, that this prouiſion aud gatheringe 
for the poore might be the better loked unto, and 
contynew, the Apoſtelles inſpired with the hollie 
voſte,by cõſent of the hole cõgregution, appoyn⸗ 
tedto that Miniſterie ſeuen Men of honeſt re- 
porte and fame, full ofthe hollie gaſle- and wiſ- 
dom, on whom theilayde their bandes, for a ſig- 
ne of their aduß ion. And ſo this ordenaunce 
and prouiſion for the poore was uery deuoutlie 
obſe rued, till Antichriſt with bis fluddes of wyc- 
ke dnes, ouerflowed the Churche of Chriſt. Thoſe 
that were called to that hollie miniſterie, were 
named the Deacons of the Churche: who albeit 
thciought to be aß iſtaunt to the Elders of the 
A 3 


n the conſeruation and exeey- 
tion 72 the — of Chriſte, and the Adminie 
ſtrationof the Sacra menees: yet their chief office 


and duetie was, to kepe the names of the poore 
in the Congregation of the Chriſtians , to knowe 
euer ye mans If, and behauiour, And of the com- 
men Almoſe of the faithfull, to diſtribute to eue- 
ie one, uche 4 was ſuff icient for bis neceſe 


ſane relieſſe. For thoſe that may grtte their 


lyuinge by their labour and trauayl, and wil not, 
ought to be put out of the churche: Ne that do 
the nat labour, let him not eate, ſaith the 

Apoſtell,Sith then it is the cõmaunde ment of god, 


to relieue the poore and neadie, and to jce that 


dane lace : all ſuche as mynde fallie to receaue 
the Kingdom ofchriſte, ought to labour ear- 
neſclie, that this ordenaunce be reſored in to 


Cbriſtrs Churche. For thoſe that haue the goodes 
of the worlde and ſec their Brethern lacke, and 


haue not compaſiion on theim: the loue ofgocd 


dothe not dwell in theim,and ſo al ſo neither the 


Kingdom of Chriſte is in theim. 
— all — that heare Chriſte, and the 


bollic eoſte, wil indeuour and laboure to orday - 


ne and 2 all good thinges in ſuc he order and m4 


ner, as thei uo pe the lorde, and the hollie gote 


7 appo ynted. 


| 


. * And +" it monfiſt, that . eagle en ü 


bedde,thathls people ſ houlde ſuſter en to beg 
emõg the im, and that his goodnes alſo ordeyned, 
that the poore ſhoulde be loted amo b certayn 
choſen men in the Churc he, and that good mens 
deuotions ſ houlde be diſtributed to euerye nedie 
perſone, as his ueceßitie requtreth: it is with out 


All daubt, that all thoſe pray with out deuotions 


Let thy Kyngdom come, which to their 
power, do not beſtowe all their endouour, that 
this maner of prouiding for the poore, be reſto- 
red in to the Churche, whiche the lorde him ſelf 
commaunde d, and the hollie goſt in the prymyti- 
ue churc he ordayned. [ 

By the whiche meanes itſhalbe preuented, that 
theſe wicked Begęinge bouſes , and ſubtiltie off 
Hypocrites, ſ hall not tate from thee nedie men- 
bres of Chriſt, the Almoſe that is due to theim: 
nor Ambition of mans praiſe, and thanckes , ner 
uayne glorie , ſball de file the right office of Als 
moſe , whiche euell bow muche it ought to be 
eſchued , Chriſt ucry playnlic taught, when be 
commaunded, ſo togeueAlmote,asthelefr 
hande may not fnowe, what the right 


hande dothe. This may beſt be doone, if cue · 


ric man put into the Comen Cheſt, or Boxe of the 
Churche, to the uſe of the poore, aſmuche as be 
may ſpare of that God geueth him. For when 
Fucry man him ſelf will diſtribute his owne Ale 
| : 8 


quoſe; friſt he Inftirntion of the bollic poſt, and 
the lawfull Communion, Compainie, and Fe | 
lomſ bip of Saintes is brołen. Beſydesthalmoſe 


due tothe litle ones of Chet, and ſo to Chriſt him 


ſelf, is gyuen oftener to the unworthie, then to 
the worthie (r euere man can not Fnowe and 
trie ſuche poore people as be meeteth ſodenlit) 
and alſo ſuche as benot mreteto haue Almoſe, come 
better inſtructed to beg, ye, it were to wringe 
out the Almoſe of A mans Purſe with paynted 
wordes, then ſtheſe to whom it onlie ought to 
be gruen. Moreauer when A man grueth Al- 
moſe with his owne hande, he dothe hardlie put 
ont of bis mynde the deſyre of mens thackes and 
kane prayſes, which udine rewarde when he 
rec caueth of men: he may nol e for the true 
and per ſet rewarde of god. And f ynallie, when 
it is moſt certein, that ſuche as gyue theim ſelſes 
wilfullie to the trade of Begęnge, be gruen and 
bent to all myſchieff : what other thing do thei 
that nouriſhe theim, then maynteyne and encrea- 
ce the greateſt peſtilences and deſtructions off 
A commen welthe ? YOher fore all ſuc he at 
haue wiſelie writen how commen welthes ſhoul 
de be well gouerned , haue thought that ſuche 
perſones mere not to be ſuffred in comen we- 
Ithe, And certaynlie men ought io be aſbas 
med and lument when this right maner of 7 
[1 ron 


2 
flon for the pore iᷣ re Rored in man ye contrays; 
whiche yet be under Antichriſt : ſuche as utunce 
ther haue receaued the Gofpell of Chriſte, and 
profefſe to be off bis Kingdom, be ſ lacke to reo 
re it, yea be hynderers off it,ſeinge it is an _ 
naunce of Chriftes Religion ſo neceſſavie, and 
ſo bolſom. 

To conclude,who ſo euer dothe not care 
endeuour, aſmuche as he may, to reRore this bot 
fic ordenaunce off the Prouiſion for the poore, æ 
the lorde hathe commaunded, and the hollie po 
ordayned : He dothe playnlie beare witnes off 
him ſelf, that be dothe not in deade knowe, nor 
perfetlic def yre Chriſte, and his Kingdo,how ma 
che ſa cuer in wordes be boat of Christe, and bis 
Kyngdom. 


THE MEANE TO RESTO- 
re in to the Churchethe right t̃ynde of 
geuinge, and diſtribution of Almo- 

ſe, and Prouifion for the 
poore. 
i is not requyſite, that all Ma- 


Ie E Ionſtrates, and Gouernours , that 


—» C0 iſ Ire the promotionef the King 
on off Chrifte , and the welthe 
| Wof choſe thei gaurrne,do procure 
A 3 


i that this yodlic proulſion for the poore end te · 
die bee reſtored, euen a the Hollie Goſte hath * 
;p;eoerth unco us in the Seconde, Fourth, Fyſth, and 
1 Sixth off the actes off the Apoſtells. For with 

out it, ther can bee no true felowſhip or Camunis 
off Saintes . This ma) be don after this ſorte, 
Firſt that euerye Churche haue bisDeacons , for 
the prouiſion, and overſight of the Poore,( adbe- 
Pre is ſaid,) Men off good reporte, and full off the 
|| Hollie Gofte,and wiſdom, and ſo mance of theing 
iP as the multitude off the ee off the Poore 
"4 ſhall requyre. 

1 Their Office is conteyned in theſe popueg. 
1 Fir thei aught to make diligent ſerche, how ma- 
1 nie poore in de ade bee in euer Congregation, 
i that ought to be prouided for by the Congregati- 
1 on. For it belongeth to all Congregutions o 
1 Christe, not onlie not to mayntayne lewde per- 
in | Jones in therr wycted 1dlenefſe but alſo to 
- hannyſh theim their companue,, who, when thei 

may by their owne honeſt labour ma ynt aine 
them ſelf, will not labour, but lyue inordinat- 
lie conſuminge the ſuctenaunce, that is due to the 
neadie and Poore off Chriſte. And agaynſt ſu- 

1 che perſones this Rule is to be kept, He that 

. laboreth not, let hym not cate: That com, 

maundement alſo off the Hollie Goſte towchin- 

1 g rr tobe expounded alſo off all 
0 \ ned 


” 


neddy Tf ther bee any faithfull man or woman, 
ſaith the Hollie Goſte, that bathe wydowes , let 
him prouide , and miner unto theim: and let 
not the Congregation be burdened, that thet, 
whiche are right wydowes may haue inough-So 
Iytewiſe thoſe , that haue anye neadie under 
the im, whether thei be their Eynsfoltes, ſeruaun- 
tes, or other wiſe ioyned to theim by any ſpeciall 
c auſe, ought to mynyſter to ſuche perſones neg 
ceſſaricsfor their lyumgrs,tf thei be able to do it. 
aud to ſparethe Congregation, 4s it may be the 
better able to mayntayne and Feepe thoſe , that 
haue no Eynſfa!tes,maſters,or friendes, that will, 
or can proude for theim, 

All mens myndes ought to be moued with 
this frarefull ludgement off the Hollie Goes: 
Iff ther be any man, that dothe not 
prouide for his owne , and ſpeciallie 
for theim off his howſholde: The ſa- 
me hath denied the faithe, andiswor- 
ſe then an lnfidell. For unto thoſe, that God 
| bathe by any ſpecyall meanes ioyned togther, 
this the ſec onde principall commaundemaunt , 
wherin all the lawe is conteyned and fulfilled, 
dothe chieflie belonge : Thou ſhalt lo- 
ue thy neighbour as thy ſelffe. For tho- 

ſc, whom God. coupleth —5 ioyneth to gther 


| b the 1 ade off kyndred fie, bowſolde, 
* 


. Es 
1 r 
_ öũm- — 


or another particuler meanet:he maketh ie in 


therbie, abone all other, neighbours. 

The fir poynt then off the Office of the Des 
cas of the poore, is, that thei mate diliget ſerche, 
who lacke in deade, and be not able to relieue 
their owe lache: Then who counterfaite A neade, 
or with Idleneſſe and Riot, make them ſelſes nea- 


ee: And fiualie, who haue ſuche neibours, that 


can, ordotałe the care to prouyde for theim. 
Suche as the Deacons ſ hall fynde, that neither 
tan gette their owne lyuinge , nor haue off their 
neighbours, that doo relieue theim:their Names, 
with the maner off their neade and behauiour, 
thei ought to write in A particular bołe, And 
certayn tymes to uiſite theim, and to call theim 
unto the im, that thei may the more certanlie kno 
we, how well and uertuouſlie they uſe thalmoſe 
of Good people, and what thinges from tyme to ty 
me, thei neade. For as nothing will ſuffice the wy 


cked and lewde, neather haue thei any meaſure 


or truthe in begęinge: ſo the Good and ſhamefa 
do couer and diſſemble their neade, and thinke 
euerie thmge tomuche, that is geuen unto theim 
by the Congregation, But the Hollie Goſte ha- 
the appoynted and ordened the maner and ende 
off Diſtribution of Almes, that none ſhoulde lac- 
Fe, and euere one ſhoude haue aſmoche as isſuf- 
ficient for his hone relief. And who cannot 
| ſee 


ſee euen by this one thing, How neceſſarie it is 
Er Congregations to haue ſuche Deacons for the 
poore: that not raſ hlie, but moſt diligentlic ſearche 

out, and certaynlie Enowe the ſtate off euery one 

that aſteth the belpe off the Congregation:whe= 

ther, and what thinge he lacFeth,and how mache 

is to be gyuen to eucr ye one for bis neceſſarie re- 

lieff. Beſydes,whether thei haue any Ereendes, 
that be able and ought to relieue them. For 
ſuche ought by the Congregntion to be forced to 
relieue their owne:and therũto, 45 in thexecutiã 
off the reſt off thediſcipline , the Deacons ougbt 

to be aßiſtente to the miniſters off the worde, and 

Elders. | 

Thother poynt off thoffice off Decons is, 

to keepe what ſo euer commeth tothe Churche, 
for the uſe off the poore, and therof to diſtribu- 
te to euerie one that neadeth,aſmoche asſhallſuf 
fice to lyue A godlie liff in the lorde: And to keepe 
A perfecte accoumpt off their doings, Whiche 
thei muſt yelde to the miniſters off the woorde, 
and the Elders : Procuringe, aſter the exam- 
ple off the apotell, Honeſt thinges not on- 
lie before God, but alſo in the ſight off 
all men. YOherfore the Hallie GoR requyrith 
that ſuche Deacons ſhoulde be off Good reporte 
emonge the people off Chriſte. For as Men bee 


deſyrous off Money ; ſo upon the ee, 


* 


. 
lion off commen money. Beſydes, the poore thai 


baue not lerne d. by the ſprite off Chriſte, to be 


conte nted, whether thei haue plentie, or do ſuffer 

neade, be ueryſuſpitious, and full off complayn- 
tes. And therfor that ſuche Deacons ſhoulde 
be of the greater authoritie emonge the people of 
God, and the better credite geuenunto theim: the 
auncient Churches appoymed unto theim , the 
next degree after the Elders, And admitted theim 


tobe Aiders in the hollie mynyſterie of thadmint |} 


ſtration » bothe of the worde, and alſo of the Sa- 
cramentes. Antic hriſt made this off ice,as be dyd 
all other Mynyſteries,nothinge at all. but to ſerue 
fora uaine pompe: 4s at this pre ſent day ther bee 
uery fewe that thinfe the Deacous office to be 
any other thinge, then to ſerue the Buß hops, and 


Prieſtes at N aſſe, and to re ade the goſpell. whiche 


thinges were appointed to this off ice onlie at the 
firſt,that whileſt thet pr outdid for the poore,and 
ud belpetoexecute the diſcipline, thei ſhulde be 
of the greater uthoritie, and haue the more cre 
dite emonge the people off God. Fot ibe 
ouer ſi ght of the poſſeßions be longnge to Churce 
hes, and to gather the fruytcs, reue nues, and ren- 
tes of thoſe thinges that were gyuen for the relief 
of the poore:certayn were appointed, who we- 
re called Sublegcons and Bailiffes,that the Dea 

cons 


[ 


He cuel off ſuebe an baue the abe 


| 
| 


tons might firſt gyue the in ſelſẽs to the right di- 
ſtribatiõ of ſuche things, as were githered for the 
relieſaf the poore, ſo acuerie one might haue that 
was cõue nẽt in dee de to lyue to the lorde:then to 
ſee that thoſe that were relieued by the Cogregy» 
tiõ, dyd lyue to ſerue God: And finallie, to furdey 
this Diſcipline emõge otherchriſtians, whoſe life 
ad behauour thei ought the better Fnowe ad trie, 
by the reaſon of gatheringe relief for the poore. 
This tide and maner of eatheringe and diſtributid 
I by the Deacons,and Subdeacõs, wat obſerued till 
and in the tyme of Gregorie the Bußhop of Rome, 
«45 appereth in manye bis Epiſtells. And al- 
beit the Deacõs of the Churche be neuer ſo honeſt, 
and wiſe: yct can thei not prouide for the Poore, 
onles thet haue wherwith to diſtribute to the 
ore, and therfor it belongeth to Magſtrates 2 
that Churches haue ſufficiẽt to relicue the poore. 
in tyme longe paſt, the Fourth parte of all Reuema 
cs, that either beloged to the Spiritualtie, by then 
Poſſeß ions, or cam to hit by good mens gyſts, and 
oblations , was taten for the relief of the poore. 
Beſydes, manie uertuous Princes, und good Men 
made Hoſpitals ,and bowſes for the Relief off the 
poore: Some for ſuche as were Hole of bodye,and 
ſome for ſuche as were ſicte: ST to krepe Infantes, 
and ſome to coforte Straungers, andBaniſihed me. 
But all theſe n cõtymuanuer of tyme,through the 
wycked 
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wycked Montes and Proefies, were conuerted_ 


from thoſe 7 es, and turned to the maynte · 
waunce oftheir owne bellies, Pleaſure s, and pry- 
de. hei paſſed neither of the Fownders good, 

myndes,nor the lawes of Magiſtrates: but biyn- 
ded poore men, matinge theim beleue. that more 
profiet ſhoulde comme bothe to quycke and ded- 
ae.if thoſepodlicaimeſe were beſtowed on Mu 


ſes, and ſuche like ungodlie Triſſhe traſſhe: then | 


iff Chrifte therwith ſ hulde be ſedde, in the Hiige 


rie: refreſſhed in the Thyrſtie: coforted with lod 
eng in Straungeers,and the Harbourleſſe: clos 


thedin the Naked: and uiſited in the Sich e, and 
Enpriſoned. YOherfore,it is the parte off good 
Magſtrates, toprouyde , that ſuche thinges be 
brought to their right uſes. And beſydes,it is con 
ueniẽt, that ſome Taxes be ſet on riche ſpirituall 
Promotions, for the relief off the Pore:im ſteede 
off the Fourthe parte off their Reuenues,whiche 


by ſomanye Canons was lymeted to the uſe of the 


Poore. 8 . 
Norouer leſt thoſe, that be not worthie ta 
haue the Almoſe of the Churche, and of good men, | 


ſboulde take it from thoſe that be worthie, and in 


deade neadie:Good Maꝑſtrate, ought to renue, 

and put in — lame off God, and off 

the Emperour valeheyngan, whiche forbiddeth, 

chat any man be ſuffred to beggr : and e 
| c 


Leeb that thoſethat be able tolabour,ſhoulde be 

{] forcedtolabour: andthat ſuche acbe-not able to 
bres , eucrye one in the Congregation where he 
dwelleth. And thatthis may bee the better doon, 


cammaundeme nt ought to be gyurn, that everye 
man ma int aine ſuche as be of his one bowſolde,or 


{| otherwiſe properlie iohned to him, if he be able: 


And that euer) Citie, Towne , and uillage, doo 
mayuain ſuche poore people; as their friendes 
be not able to ketc pe, and not ſuffer the im to wan 
der àbrode. And becauſe it may be, that ſoms 
Townegg? uila ge is ſo poore, that it is not able to 
relieue al the Poore therofuthat ſuche alſo be not 
left unprouided, it is uery requyſite that in eue- 
rie Shire, certayne podlie, and ſpiritual wiſc 
men, he appoynted : who may ſende ſuche poore 
people from the places where thei canuot be re- 
licued, to ſuch Congregations, where thei may 
be ſuff icicmlic relieued. For all weCbriftians 
be togther membres, by the which name, dhe Con 
gregations off the Gentiles in the tyme off Saine 


Paule, and at bisexbortation, dyd confeſſe,that 


it was their duetie, to relicue the Congregations 
in lurie, that ſuffered great hunger and famine. 
Furdermore,becanſe through dur corrupte, and 
al ways diſobedient nature to God, wi contynn 
allic lot he the ordinaunces, and cõ na unde mentes 


| off God, and aſter our owne lute, and rl 


audge ment, we deſire to folowe other meanes,and 
wales, then God hathe appoynted: ther wilbe 
Jom, that, not withſtand yng this moſt holy prouy 
ſion for the poore.will not put their Almoſe in to 
the comen cheſte, or boxe off the lorde, but wil" 
rather geue their Almoſe with ther owne hãdes, 
if they be mynded to grue any at all. Such mens 
pride muſt be mette with, not onely by a lawe off 
the Magiſtrat , but alſo by the diſcipline off the 
Churche. By 4 lawe, to make theim geue double 
to the lordes Cheſte, if they be founde to geue any 
Fhynge pryuatlie tothe neadie: And by the diſci- 
pline of the Churche, that if any grue nothing in 
to the lardes cheſte, he be warned off bis durtie 
the mynyſters off the C hurc he, accordyng to 
the worde off God. Whoſe admonytion £4 they 
ſtubbournlie contẽne, that they be taken for Eth- 
nytes, and Publicans. For albeit ,it be leſt to 
Eucric mans will, to offer tq Chriſt bis lorde,to 
thuſe off his licle ones, aſmoche off bis gvodes as 
he will: yet no man maye be ſuffred, c antrarie to 
the expre ſſe commaundement of God, to come al- 
ways with an Emtie hande into the preſence 
off the lorde, and utterlie to deſpiſe the orde ua un 
ce off the holy Goſt, fir the prouiſion for the 
poore, ↄea, aſmoche as in hym lieth, t oſubuert it, 
by his pryuat diſtribution off Almoſe, | 


BA 


*. AiidheFe wil mans wiſed3(wich alwalts uante 
keth it ſelf aboue Goddes)obiecte, that it is unna- 
tural, that mens hãdes ſbulde be ſhut to the faith 
ful, that they may not geue, ar their ple aſure, lo 
ſuoh, u thei perceaue in deade to lact᷑. For aman 
ſhall fynde emony the ponertie, nery good men. 
who be aſhamed to aſte the A lmoſe off the Chur 
he, haue they neuer ſo great made. Herunto this 
tobe anſwered, firſt, that nomans bande ir ſo 
ſhutte by this lawe , but that be maye open it to 
whatſocucr pore he wil, and is able: but by this 
la we, accordyng toGoddes commaundement, and 
the ordenaunct off the holy goſt, this is prevent» 
ted, that the children off God maye not gruetd 
| the Enemies of Chriſt, theſe that either lacte nat, 
or els be wilfullee im neade,thoſe things, that thei 
owe to the litle ones off Chrift ; which lacke Ky 
| deade. For it is not poßible, 45 1ſaied before, * 
| that any pryuat man,! bulde ſocerteynlic ſerche 
; 


out the diſpoſition off the poore, as thoſe, that bi 
uppoynted to that offtcy'by the Churche , and 
d.nilfe be exerciſed with all delipencetberin. - 
nud God doth notFeepe bis giftes, and encreg 
ee off bisboly ſprite, fromſuch , at he bathe cho' 
| ſen,and calle d, to ſo great mynyſtericsof bis chur 
che; Beſide s, aduut, that eurr man knote cer 
teynlie his neadie neig hbour t: yet is it far better, 


that enery man fende ſuch poore people, that afs 
es 5Y 1234173256 qrovil. 


«Ce hisxe lief, be they neuer und uertuous, 
tothe Deacons off the Churche, to receaue off 
abrim For atherwiſe, others ſhal tate example 
by bim, to diſtribute alſo their owne a lmoſe, and 
ſo oſtentymes to ſuch as they Fnowr not , and be 
not worthye off Chrites Almoſe , mbo can beg 
more boldelte and craſielie, then the Poore in dea 
de. We ought to tałe wonderful heade, lem the 
ait hole n the worlde be apened to our na- 
tural pride, to be wiſe agaꝝnit God, and toſwar 
ur a heare bre adeth from bu commanndememes 


and ordenauncet, either to the right to 
abe ieſte. I any be aßbhamed — 
to. the hole compenye and mynyſteric off the 
Deucons, let him declare his pouertie to one of 
be Deacons: or if he be lothe to do ilus, then let 
ſach as kuome his neade, and godl vues, ſbewe it to 
6 #be Dearons, and get nece ſarie relief for him. 
Not with ſtandyng. no Cbriſten man, he be fal 
— neuer ſo great richeſſe to houertie, 
A neuer ſo high degree to the bt to 
be aßbhamed of the Croſſe off. Chriſt, and the hal 
ſom remedie, that Gad hath prouyded : moche 
leſſe ought Chriſten men be lothe, to rectaue 
— off off their neade, at the Lordes bande, ba 
the mywyſteric off hu Churche, by whoſe moi 
iuſt, aud uo leſje boljom ludge ment for theim, they 
be.cometofſucb pouertie, and baſe degree ef life. 
Howöcit, it pertcineth to the Deacon: offi c,not 


— 
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rie mans 4 that eben laie 60 puns a= 
— — 
that they bryng any, that haue in tym ppuſt been 


wel and liberalie maynecyned , to ſuc h ſcareitic 
and 


off meate and clathyng ,«4 they bee 
not able to ſuffer, albeit ſuch relief were ſuffiri- 
ent. ta an other that hathe ben ſo uſed. 

The commaunde ment off the Holy Goſt ought 
in this poynt to be conſidered, that ther be ſo- 
moche gruen to euerie one, as is neceſſarie to lea- 
de a good , and godlic liſe. And it is manyfrt, 
that «s all men be not off like ſtrength off bodit, 
nor haue not ben brought up after one łonde off 
liuing· ſoſone ought to haue more, ſom leſſe :ſome 
fyner, fe ome rourſer, meate, appar ne 
ceſſaries. Which thyng Se yu Gregarie conſide 


| ryng,whenthe — women were ſpoi 


245 by theLombardcs, he gaue umothem uery li. 
beral Pẽ i ans for their relief, of the ꝑyodes of the 
cburch.AndtherforeChriſtian ates ought 
to make this lawe, Firſt, that no man be ſuffredto 
beg:but that euerie man do maynteyne,and Fepe 
bis owne houſebolde ,Eynred,and allies, if be be 
able to do it:the tudgrment wherof, ought to per 
teigne to the ordynaric Magſtrat. And that 
B 3 
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1 ation, be not able to,maintaine the pouertie they 
| | ofthat then, by the diſcretion of the chief ouer- 
| | nour of the cotreye, ſuch poore people be ſent to 
| ForicherCogreguisauheretheimayberelicucd. 


4] Another pont of this lame aug ht to be, ſor 
| f' the election, and appoyntyng off Deacons , as is 
| vill «fore ſeid, and that theybe,bytbeir othe; enioi- 
1 wed, diligenclic to ſerche out, whit thinges curry 
1 man neadetb, and that they faithfully, to their po- 
. wer, geue it to theim: and to mate an accompte of 
1 their receiptes, and paymentes, to the . 
in of the worde, and Elders, 

ma The third poyut. that it be forbodden to geue 
'* Almoſe priuatlie, and that all men be cxhorted, 
that they willrather,according tg,Goddes come 
is 1 meundemene,and the ordenaunce of the holy go- 
7 hot, cõmyt their Almaſe to the Churches, and to 
N i the mynyſters appointed for that purpaſe: then 
ie. after their owunatural pride, diſtribute it t heim 
| ' T2 ſelfs,cancraric to gaddes worde, and the inſtitu- 
15 tion ofthe Hollie Goſte. 

'' Et The fourth point, that thei cauſe to be reſtored, 
1 for the relief of thepoore, ſuchgftes as wer offred, 
" by our Elders to Chriſte, if any yet remayne. 
1 n row off thoſ e giftes [bal br foundg re 


maynang 


} mynyng:the greater pepſiontts be ſit onviche 
benefaces,for the — of the poorc,in recompen- 
ſe off the fourth parte off the Reue nues off al 
Churches,that is due by ſo many Canons. | 
The fyfte point, that great paynes be ſet on 
theim. that ſ ball blaſpbeme ths mo bolylnſtitu» 
tion off the Holic Goſte, or that ſ hall go about to 
pul any man jr om it. Andif any man ſball thyn 
te any thing to be corrected in the Deacons, and 
the prouiſion for the poore, that be firſt warne 
the Daczons therof : andifthey will not folowe 
Bis redſonable warnyng that be declare the na- 
tier to the mynyſter of the word, and the Elders; 
that in all thmyrs, the Authorite of Goddes wor- 
de maye be of force, and the wicked pride of men, 
wbo can allowe nothing. that is ordeinedof God, 
ma e be reſiſted in eucric place, and in tyme:and 
ſoit maye be the eaſlier obteyned off the people 
off Ebrit, wberby the litle ones off Chriſt mae 
ſo liber allie be prouidedfor,s we maye at length 


| 
þ 
' oifullic he are: Come ve blifſed of my fther, 
7 


and receaue the Kingdom, that is prepared for 
os RA WO 9" of the worlde.1 was b 
grie, and ye guue me to cate c. 


And it is not ynough for the liberalitie of cbri = 


„ ſtians,to grue onely nieate,barbbur,and clothing 
io ſucbe as be in extreme neceßite:but alſo they 
* liberallic to g ue of the gfbcs » God hath 
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gruentheimwherwith godly mayer marixbley 


Profetable membre off Chriſt. 


who for lack of dowrie remagyue long unmaricd, 
mage he in tyme marie d, and coupled with honeſt 
men, and alſothat wittie Children, that lactfren 
des, may be brought up to ſtudie, to ſerur in Chri 
ſtes Churche. Beſydes, good Chriſttans, that 
lack wherwith to exerciſe their craftes , maybe 
ther with bolpen, partlic by gſte, parlie by los- 
ne, as ther may come profet of their Arts, and thei 
maye be the better able to nourqſ h, and bring 
uptheir children for the lorde, and to małs theim 
Profetable membres of the comen welthe. For 
it is not ynough for the Cong regitions off Chriſt 
to prouyde, that men mo onlic lyue, but that thei 

may lyue tothe Lorde, for 4 certeynand mutaal 
profet betwene Jt ſelfs, and of theChurcbe,and 


commen welthe. And therfore al] Congre 

gitions ought to pr ouyde, that all thoſe that be 
baptized m Chriſte, be uertuouſite brought up 
from their childehod, and tanght ꝑpod Artes, 
that euerie one, accordyng to his portion, maꝝ 
bryngforth ſomwhat, to profet the comen wel · 

the, and to declare hymſelf to albert atruc: and 


| An addition. 
Ther be, that denye not offthe Des 


conrie Wa 2 * of chu to be ort 


For ther br ſom Congregations, where dd un 
welthic, and ther is no Pouertie, ani ſono ral 
of the Deaconrie. That it plraſeth theimſo gene · 
telyto graunt, thoſfice of the Deurumrie i 
the ordenaunce of God, they deſerne no thikes. 
Forif they ſhulde denye it,they muſte other run 
feſſe,Seynt Paule erreth, or ſeynt Paule woldeſe 
ve, they erre. For, beſydes he teuchetij what 
men ought to be called to be Deacds in the chu 
che of Chriſt.be ſaieth playnelye,thatGol orie 
ned and conſtituted in his Churche : firſt Apo- = 
ſtels, ſocõdarilie Prophetes, thirdlic Tearhers, 
then thoſe that do myracles: after that:thoſe 
that haue the giftes of healing, helpers, ger 
nours, and diuerſitie of tongues, Vnder werh un- 
me of Helpers, as u general word for al men that 
may do god in the Churche of Chriſt, thoſfice | 
of the Deacons (according as the mterpretoars 
on thatplaceegreablye do teſtiie ) it is in the 
Actes menctone i, is c ont eyed. Now where the) 
ſaie, ther maybe a churehe without poore, an 
ſo no neade of Deacons : ſo may it be ſaid, ther 
may be a Congregation wherin all may bee ler 
| ned in Goddes worde, and therfore no neade of 


preachers and rs. But what « fonde y 
— to reaſon of bs that 
{| maze be,«c thairgh they werd 8 
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it be onelic in Vtopia, a if they wer conmen 
i euerie Contrey:to magnific their owne uncer- 
teyn Sophiſtrie and to neglect the certeyn doctri 
ne of God: who forſeyng all thinges, a wel to ca- 
me as preſent, ſaied, ye ſ hall haue alweis poore e- 
mong vou, and therfore ordeyned this mynyſterie 
in his Churche of neceßitie, not for a tyme, but for 
euer to contynue: to haue the ouerſi ght, and ca- 
re off the poore, becauſe ther ſ halbe poore fov 
euer. And albeit God, in ſom particular congre- 
gation,dothe ſo beftowe his benefites, as many be 
rite he, and fewe poore : yet wil he nat, that they 
ſhal haue the irreſpecte, onelic tothe poore in the 
ſame Congregution, hut alſo to ſuch a be in ather 
Congregations , as appeareth by thoſe of Mace - 
dont, Ac haia, and Cor inthus. Who, accordyng 
to the doctrine off ſeym Paule, and their duetie, 
ſent their eharitie to Hieruſale m, for the relief of 


the ſayntes, and poore Brethern there. Some ayen 


ſaie, why may not cuery man appoint his owne Al 
mener, or Chamberer, to diſtribute bis Almaſe, ſo 
the poore be prouided for, it forceth not, hom, or 
by whom it be don? 

Albcit this obiectian be before ſufficienelie cons 
founded,by Matter. D. Bucer: yct it may be ad- 
ded, that ſuch obiections procede off affection 
and pryuat gaigue ( which maye doo moche 
with world ſig men)and not of « d xcale to aduaun. 
ce Goddes gie. Fo 


\ 4 
„ 
* 
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rvoß chriſtian nen, that fee ke to — thelv | 
lorde and Maſter, and not their owne commodi- 


tie, and affefions,whentherPnowe bis will,ples. 
ſure, and ordenaunce, ſeyche no further: but as 

good ſubiectes, and ſeruaumes, by dll meanes la · 
— to do, and fulfil theſame. : 
They diſpute not,why God bathe oydeyned; 
or commaunded this, or that: northynte this 
myght be other wiſe don, then God bathe deuy» 


ſedꝛor that he hathe don, is not off neceßitie. 4; 


They knome bis wil, and pleaſure, declared by 
his wor de, is an unch le lawe, wherunta 
nothyng maye be added, or dymynyßhed, but 
ought to be obeied off all bis ſeruaumes: that be 
bathe made nathyng in ua yne, but as he is the uery 
wiſedom it ſelf , and forſeeth what is beſt ſor his: 
ſo bathe he mojt wiſelie, and moR neceſſarilie or- 


| deyned this mynyſterie off the Deaconrie in his 


churche. Yea,they be moſt certeyn,that asther 
be in mans bodie diuers mẽbers, not dll of one ſor 


te, hut ſom more profetable,then ſome, and yet 4 


requyſite, and nere ſſarie to mate a parſet bodie: 
ſa in the Churche of Chriſt, ther be dyuers mem. 
bres, myngſteries, and uoc ations, preac hours, te- 
ac hours, elders, deacons cc. Who, albeit they 
be not off like guthorite, and degree: yet be they 
all requyſite, and nece ſſarir to the edifiyng off 4 
* parfet Churche off _— h 

Neither 


* 
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ce were. For ell pod men md frare, leſtwhen 


| mn mt_nc pet. —— Abin the chil 


dd it cãtrarie tothe ordinaunceof 


Children off Aaron, and not to his, was ſtroken 


Ferie: ne ſeate to come into it by the wyndowe, 
& Thenes and murderers do, hut wil tary til ie 
m enter by the doore, til he be ordinarike cal 
led by the Churche off Chriſt, 4s Stephen, and 
the reſt off the Diac ons in the prymꝑtiue Chur- 


dren of Aaron, tołe thier Cenſers. put a ſtraunge 
Fer therin., and offred to Gad: but becauſe thei 

gpd, the fie 
cam from the lorde and deſtroid them. Vſa, | 
becauſe beſet his bande to ſtaie up tharke ofthe 
lorde, that it ſhould nat fal, albeit the deede ſym- 
plie conſidered was good, yet becauſe he medlel 
with that office, wherunto he was not ordyna⸗ 
rilie called, and appoynted,God plaged him with 
— Oxias, — be wolde be buſie 


other mens uocation, off ryng mcenſe to the 
it — perteined tothe nuniſterie of the 


with the Leprie The wiſeman ſaith in, the 
proverbes > Ther is # waie that ſcamethto a 


hr rs of God, and oc- 
bog 


thende bryngethto dea- 


whe ene about thinges beſſi 
— — Therfor 
0 — God, and become — — 
clene Abt to tate heade, and to the certeyn 
— antaſies, and 1 leunetb, can 
— — 
— — — 
Y ome to the eternal King love 
"0 ted for all ſuch 4s 
and folowe God. 


e, and God wil _—_ 
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